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swivel knife, bevelers and 

pear shaders. After which I 

colored it with a Med. 

Brown antique stain. And a 

finish coat of Skidmores 

Beeswax Waterproofing. 

Assembly: first I hand sewn 

the bottom to the sides and 

wet molded that to the seat 

for the proper shape. I also 

This seat was a 04-07 Sport-

ster stock seat. First seat 

should be to take photos of 

the stock seat for reference 

as to where the parts of the 

seat are. Unstitch the seat 

cover after you have re-

moved it from the seat. Label 

all the seat pieces so you 

know which they are mark-

ing both front and back end 

of them. I used the used the 

parts to make my paper pat-

tern from. I made all patterns 

at least a inch larger so that 

if there was shrinkage I was 

safe as tooling leather is not 

as pliable as fabric or vinyl. I 

wet molded the pieces so I 

knew where I needed to 

make some relief cuts. This 

also should me where I could 

lay out my pattern design. 

This design was modified 

from a t-shirt pattern I saw. 

Ideas are everywhere. 

After making a few reference 

points you can remove it and 

trace your design and tool as 

normal with the leather flat. 

On this design I used a 

  We have added PayPal to 

the website to assist in the 

registration process for 

Hides To Artôs Extreme 

Leather Workshop.  The 

Workshop is scheduled for 

March 19-21 in Asheville, 

NC.  Now you can register 

online and pay will a credit 

card!  Please note cancella-

tion policy. 

  Registrations are rolling in 

so donôt miss your chance to  

learn from Chan Geer, Bob 

Beard and Al Gould.  Tool 

lists have been added to the 

website to assist you in 

preparation for the work-

shop.  Visit our website:  

www.hidestoart.com or 

check out page six of this 

newsletter for additional 

details.  

  We look forward to seeing 

you in Asheville! 

 

           Hides To Art 

Covering a Stock Harley Davidson Sportster Seat 
Anne Newkold 
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  This month I would like to 

share a few things that I 

have been doing or have 

learned. First, let me start 

off with saying that I am a 

frugal leather worker, I 

donôt throw much away. 

Besides a leather worker, I 

build homes and do cabinet 

making and trim work with 

wood; I also blacksmith 

and weld. All of this has 

given me quite a variety of 

tools. I love tools and love 

to add one every chance I 

get. But I am now to the 

point that my shop is 

smaller than my tool collec-

tion. Thus, I need to move 

from 1 tool for 1 job think-

ing, to using my other tools 

to do my leather work. This 

month I am going to cover 

my Leather Shaper (AKA: 

Drill Press). 

 

One thing that helps me is 

having a Harbor Freight 

Tool Co in Asheville. 

Those of you who know 

about this company will 

understand why I look at 

this as a óbig boyôs toy 

storeô. This store is not 

known for their precision 

tools but they are known 

for their price. When on 

sale, for less than $4.00, I 

got a set of hole saws http://

www.harborfreight.com/

cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?

Itemnumber=36222 and for 

another $6.00 I picked up a 

set of Drum Sanders http://

www.harborfreight.com/

cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?

Itemnumber=42006  . I 

already had a drill press but 

contest will be announced 

soon.  Next month we will 

post  pictures of the winning 

items. 

  In December Tandy and 

Bob Beard hosted a class at 

the  Charlotte Tandy loca-

tion right after Christmas.  

Attendance was good and 

all enjoyed  working on 

their log cabin figure carv-

ing picture.  We will post 

picture from the class in  the 

next issue. 

  Join us for our monthly 

meetings to share what you 

know and learn some things 

you donôt. 

  We will see at the Extreme 

Leather Workshop in Ashe-

ville in March. 

 

   Billy  

   The Leather Guild of the 

Carolinas has returned to its 

regularly scheduled meeting 

time and dayðthe third 

Thursday of each month at 6 

pm.  The location is the 

Charlotte Tandy Store on 

Independence Blvd. 

   We have just completed 

our fall/holiday contest.  

Judging is complete and  

prizes will be awarded at the 

next guild meeting.  Entries 

will be held to be used as 

part of future Guild dis-

plays.  Details of our spring 

L e a t h e r  S h a p e r é . 

P a g e  2  

L e a t h e r  G u i l d  o f  t h e  

C a r o l i n a s  

Package of Drum Sanders  

Purchased at Harbor Freight 

D e c  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9  

www.tandyleatherfactory.com 

H i d e s  t o  a r t  

E x t r e m e  L e a t h e r  W o r k s h o p  

S p o n s o r s  
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Tandy Leather 
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Barry King Tools 

Pro Series Tools 

Deltec Homes 

Lace Master 

Weaver 

Jacksonôs Western 

Store 

http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=36222
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=36222
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http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=36222
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=42006
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=42006
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=42006
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=42006
http://www.jacksonswesternstore.com/
http://www.tandyleatherfactory.com/
http://www.csoborne.com/
http://www.hermannoakleather.com/


3 

if you need one, on sale you 

can get one for around 

$70.00 for a bench top 

model http://

www.harborfreight.com/

cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?

Itemnumber=38119 . 

 

How to Build 

 

  Using a scrap 6ò x 8ò x 

3/4 ñ piece of plywood, use 

the hole saw set and drill a 

2ò hole  in the center upper 

edge of the plywood. Using 

another piece of plywood, 

do the same thing to match 

the other sizes of the Drum 

Sander package. Once the 

tables are made, simply 

clamp one to the table of 

the drill press and Chuck 

(install) the sanding drum. 

Raise the drill press table 

until the sanding drum is 

ıò below the plywood ta-

ble. 

 

  You now have a Leather 

Shaper and flat area to 

smooth the edges of your 

work for a perfect job. I use 

the 2ò drum for larger 

pieces and the 5/8ò for tight 

areas like the inside corners 

of a holsters. Total cost of 

my shaper $10.00, less the 

drill press. But wait, I still 

have a drill press I can use 

when I am doing other pro-

jects. Also, I have a good 

supply of leather dust for 

my embossing work. 

much as the service. I had 

been in the market for a 

sewing machine for a 

couple of years. I talked 

to several companies 

about machines and had 

set my sites on this style. 

I was to pick up a ma-

chine (Not a Cobra) at 

the international show in 

2008 and made the trip to 

pick it up. Well, without 

going into all of the de-

tails, I left without one 

because mine had not 

made the shipment to the 

show. I went about an-

other 6 months and heard 

that Steve had started his 

own company. After talk-

ing to Steve about the 

changes he had made to 

the machine he was sell-

ing and knowing that he 

is a sewing machine me-

chanic, the choice for me 

was a no brainer. At first 

I had my problems get-

ting it set up as everyone 

does. During that time I 

was on the phone nightly 

with Steve doing the 

tweaking to get it perfect. 

Well, I guess Steve had 

not heard from me in a 

while and thought he 

should call. I am happy to 

report that the Cobra 3 is 

working flawlessly and 

never misses a stitch, 

unless I do something 

like not making sure I 

have enough thread in the 

bobbin before I started.  I 

am so happy with my 

machine that this year it 

    .I Want To Tell 

About Service after the 

Sale 

 

Last week I was on the 

way home and got a call 

from Steve Tayrien at 

THE LEATHER MA-

CHINE COMPANY 

(http://

www.leathermachineco.c

om ) wanting to know, of 

all things, how my sew-

ing machine was doing. 

This call caught me off 

guard as I was thinking 

what is he selling? I 

could go on and on about 

my Cobra Class 3 and all 

it can do or how much 

time it has saved me but 

this is not going to be 

about the machine as 

T a n d y  H o l s t e r  C l a s s  

V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  7  

K E V I N ôS  C O R N E R  

Making the Tables 

D e c  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9  

will be at the Extreme 

Leather Workshop in 

Al Gouldôs class to 

stitch the breast collar. I 

would not let it go out 

to be used in a class 

environment if it were 

not a bullet proof ma-

chine; besides I have 

Steve on the sidelines 

should I need any help 

with it. I guess you can 

tell when I am happy 

with something; I want 

to tell everyone about 

it.  With follow up ser-

vice like that, the Cobra 

line of stitchers' has 

earned the title of Offi-

cial Machine of the 

Hides to Art Work-

shops. 

http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=38119
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=38119
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=38119
http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=38119
http://www.leathermachineco.com/
http://www.leathermachineco.com/
http://www.leathermachineco.com/
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marked where the leather would fit 

tightly over the pegs that were on 

the bottom of this seat.  Once dry 

this seat had pegs that the cover fit 

on. I had some help with stretching 

the leather to fit over these pegs. 

Once this was on the seat I applied a 

second coat of Skidmore Beeswax 

Waterproofing. After it was dry it 

was buffed well. 

 

The second seat is a 09 Harley 

Davidson Street Glide Seat that I 

covered using the same method. It 

was a charity raffle donation to the 

Love Ride Foundation. I used Pe-

card Black Waterproofing finish on 

it. It is a one step color finish proc-

ess. Buff very well. I used the Love 

Ride Logo on this seat. (They 

wanted it all Black) 

Any questions 

annnewkold@yahoo.com or on face 

book at 

AnnNewkold.LeatherEmporium 

C o n t . . . C o v e r i n g  a  S t o c k  H a r l e y  

D e c e m b b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9  V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e   7  

ò 

wet molded the top cover again for 

the same reason. I used an Ace ban-

dage to hold it to the seat while dry-

ing. NOTE: DO NOT WRAP IT 

TOO TIGHTLY OR YOU WILL 

HAVE THE TEXTURE OF THE 

BANDAGE ON THE 

LEATHER!!!! Once the parts were 

dry I overlapped the top seat cover 

over the sides and marked a glue 

line. On the back side of the seat I 

did the same. I left and overlap of 

the seat to the side the width of what 

my lacing was going to be for added 

strength. Before I glued the parts 

together I punched my lacing holes 

on the seat cover. Glue the parts 

together. Using a stitching awl to 

punch the hole the rest of the way 

through once the glue has set up. 

For the holes on the lower side I 

marked a stitch line and matched the 

holes from the top. I laced the parts 

together using a Mexican Basket-

weave lacing. Once the seat was all 

one I wet molded it for one final 

fitting and punched small holes in 

the bottom cover to lace like a cor-

set to hold it tightly to the seat. I 

mailto:annnewkold@yahoo.com
http://www.leatherwranglers.com/
http://www.paintingcow.com/
http://www.fiebing.com/
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downloading a registration form 

and sending it to the address 

noted in the business block above.  

There will be a PayPal option 

available later this year allowing 

you to register and pay online via 

credit card. 

     Once all class details have been 

finalized, a full class description 

and recommended tool list will be 

available to download or will be 

send via email once your deposit 

has been received.  Please visit the 

Hides To Art website for updates 

and to download our free newslet-

ter.      

     Contact us if you have any 

questions, need additional infor-

mation.  You may also contact us 

is you are interested in our ongo-

     Hides To Artôs 2010 Extreme 

Leather Workshop will feature 

classes taught by Al Gould, Chan 

Geer and Bob Beard.  While de-

tails are still being finalized, we 

expect to make a breast collar in 

Alôs class and a Sheridan photo 

album in Chanôs class.  Subject 

matter for Bobôs class is still being 

finalized.  There will also be free 

introductory classes for youth. 

    All classes are $195.00 each for 

hands on, personalized, instruc-

tion.  Supplies are included, but 

you need to bring your own tools! 

A non-refundable deposit of 

$95.00 is required to hold your 

spot. 

     You may register at 

www.hidestoart.com by 

ing introductory and beginning 

classes hosted in Asheville, NC or 

the High Point/Greensboro, NC 

area. 

     Join us in Asheville for another 

year of fun and learning! 

 

  The  Hides To Art team. 

Hides to Art, LLC  

193 Wildflower Cove Drive  

Swannanoa, NC  28778  

Phone:  828 -674 -5070  

Email:    

   kevin@hidestoart.com     founder  

   joyce@hidestoart.com     Registration             

   steve@hidestoart.com     Media Dir.  

    

     Our mission is to provide 

comprehensive information 

to assist virtually any per-

son or group in their ad-

vancement in the art of 

leather Craft.   Hides to Art 

will accomplish this through 

workshops, demonstrations, 

printed media, web based me-

dia and personal contact.  

Hides to Art will share what 

we know openly and strive to 

continue learning and shar-

ing all that our craft has to 

offer.  

 

 

 

 

H I D E S  T O  A R T ,  L L C 

2 0 1 0  E x t r e m e  L e a t h e r  W o r k s h o p  

M a r c h  1 9 - 2 1 ,  2 0 1 0  

1st Extreme Leather Workshop 

Advancing the ART of Leathercraft!  

V o l u m e  2 ,  i s s u e  7  D e c  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9  
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