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CLASSES

¢ Free! Introductory
Classes for children.

* Bob Beard: Checkbook
cover including figure
carving, floral carving,
filigree, embossing and
coloring.

. Chan Geer: Sheridan Style
Letter Holder using border
layout, basket stamping,
fancy lacing, forming and
antiquing.

* Bill Gomer: Embossed
Eagle Head using emboss-
ing techniques and figure
carving.

. Pete Gorrell: Saddle Art-
istry covering pattern draw-
ing and layout.

¢  George Hurst: Beginning
to Advanced Basket and
Geometric layout and
stamping. Several Projects
will be completed.

SWEAVE

Www.leathersupply.com
1-800-932-8371

Yy

H O M E S"

4A>}l he Original Green Builder

Www.deltechomes.com
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WORKSHOP

Cohenifle, DC

FREE

HidesToArt and the Ex-
treme Leather Workshop
are proud to announce that
we have added free intro-
ductory, instructional
classes for youth to our
schedule. We are also
pleased that the Charlotte,
NC Tandy Leather Factory
location has agreed to as-
sist with these classes .

fandy

Factory

%

4424 E. Independence Blvd. #A
Charlotte, NC 28205
Toll Free: 800-908-9669
Manager: Billy Brown

Tandy-Charlotte will be
donating tools and materi-
als for instructor training
and the youth workshop.

All classes are $190.00
each with early registration
for hands on, personalized,
instruction. Supplies are
included, but you need to
bring your own tools! A
deposit of $95.00 is re-
quired to hold your spot.

At www.hidestoart.com
you can also download
class description and rec-
ommended tools, register
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DESTOART.COM

INTRODUCTORY
F OR

We owe special thanks to
Billy Brown store manager
in Charlotte for volunteer-
ing their support.

We have already begun
to train instructors that
will not only be able to help
in the primary youth work-
shop in March, but will
serve as ongoing instruc-
tors in the 4H, Boy Scoults,
Royal Rangers and Girl
Scouts. We will be teach-
ing many instructors over
the coming months with
the goal of reaching as
many “new” leather work-
ers as we possibly can. Jim
Linnell stated in a recent
conversation that each
trained instructor can typi-
cally reach at least 20 kids.
If we train 20 instructors
we will be able to “reach”
400 children and introduce

EGISTRATION AND

for classes, download
forms and register for elec-
tronic updates.  You may
register online or via mail.
Just fill out a form and
mail a check or money or-
der to:

HidesToArt
193 Wildflower Cove Dr.
Swannanoa, NC 28778

Subscriber
Pattern on
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CLASSES
CHILDREN!

them to the fun and re-
warding art of leathercraft.
A lofty goal perhaps, but a
worthy one!

Be sure to let Tandy know
we appreciate their willing-
ness to help teach our
youth.

If you have questions
please contact Kevin or
visit our website more de-
tails.

Kevin@hidestoart.com

The Fiebing Company
Milwaukee, WI
1-800-558-1033

FEES

Our site includes links to
local points of interest so
you can plan activities for
an extended stay or for the
family while you are tool-

ing.

Thank You.
Kevin and the HidesToArt
Team.
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Please Support Our
Sponsors!

Hfde Crafter

s B
Leather Company

Leather
Wranglers
Inc.

Home of the SK3 Swivel Knife

Www.leatherwranglers.com

SERIES

Www.robertbeardtools.com

Custom Maker Stamps
Www.greyghostgraphics.com

WWW.HIDESTOART.COM

July 15, 2008

INSTRUCTOR FoOocCcus:
PETE GORRELL

SPONSORED BY JACKSON

CLOTHING - SADDLES - TACK EVERY THING FOR THE COWBOY

JACKSONBWIES TERN

As a youngster Pete liked
to work with his hands. He
made braided items and
small wood carvings. In the
summer, while working on
ranches he did saddle repairs
and fixed other equipment.

It was during his ranch work
in Colorado that he was in-
troduced to leather craft in
1952. He watched one of the
ranch hands and learned the
basics from him. Soon he
was making belts, wallets
and other small items to sell.

Later that same year, Pete
served a tour of duty with the
Army in Korea. After dis-
charge from the service, Pete
returned to leather work. In
1956 Peter married his wife,
Helen and they moved to
Arizona. Where he finished
his degree in Agriculture
with a minor in art. He con-
tinued making small items
for western stores and gift
shops in Tucson.

It was during the period
that Pete met Clarence Wil-
son, a saddle maker and fine
leather artist. Clarence took
Pete under his tutorage and

for two years they made
saddles together. In 1958
they made the NIRA trophy
saddles. During this same
period, Pete was on the Uni-
versity of Arizona rodeo
team and competed at the
national finals where he
took a 4th in bareback rid-
ing.

Clarence moved and Pete
started his own business—

t he Saddl e N’ SPetthasdeen teShing p .

By 1970 it had grown to be
one of the larger saddle and
tack shops in Arizona. The
store made tremendous de-
mands on Pet
downsized to focus on mak-
ing saddles and tack from
his home shop. He began to
specialize in customizing
saddles and studying human
and horse anatomy so as to
improve fit and comfort for
both horse and rider.

In 1993 Pete began to
build his dream shop in
Montana. It was about this
same time that Pete began
writing a series of articles on
saddle making. These arti-
cles are currently being re-

written and compiled into a

book.

In 2000 Pete was recog-
nized by the Academy of
Western Artists as Saddle
Maker of the Year. He is

recogni zed
dl e Maker?”

Saddle Makers Associati
He received the Al

Stohlman Award in leather

craft in 2007.
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workshops and clinics in
both the US and Europe on
leather carving, saddle mak-
ing and the horse-rider rela-
tionship.
Pete will be teaching sad-
dle artistry at the Extreme

Leather Workshop. Join
and | earn

us

from

Deltec Homes

Hide Crafter
Weaver Leather

Jackson Western Store

Bee Natural Leathercare

Barry King Tools
Leather Wranglers

Advertising and Promotional Sponsors

Tandy—Charlotte Location
Pro Series tools -Bob Beard
Thoroughbred Leather
Fiebing
Hermann Oak Leather
C.S. Osborne
Grey Ghost Graphics

Pattern Sneak Peak

Subscribe at: www.hidestoart.com
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The round knife has been
used in the Leather trade for
hundreds of years. It is such
a useful tool and it's design
so efficient that the style of
the round knife has not been
changed much over all these
decades.

There are many new cut-
ting tools that are used today
by leather craftspeople. Ex-
amples include the rotary
tool that many quilters use
and the utility knife with
exchangeable blades. How-
ever, | want to talk about
the traditional method of
using the round knife and
the many functions it can
perform.

With practice, the round
knife will help you do many
of the everyday chores in the
leather shop. First, lets re-
view the proper fit of the
round knife to your hand.
The photo below shows how
a round knife should fitin
your hand, the end of the
handle should fit comforta-
bly in the palm of either the
right or left hand (one of the
benefits of the round knife is
that you can use it in either
hand). I use first two fingers
to steady and help guide the

tool as | use it to cut leather.
The other fingers are used to
grasp the handle.

HUGE SAFETY point!!
Always have your other
hand behind the knife as you
push it along the leather.
That way, in case you hit a
hard spot on the leather and
the blade jumps out it will
not cut your opposite hand.
Always follow this safety
rule. Remember to keep
your knife razor sharp. This
makes it glide through
leather like it is soft butter
The next photos demon-
strate some of what you can
do with your
round knife:
Cut out pat-
terns, skive
the ends of
leather straps to be turned
back and doubled where a
snap, dee or
ring will be
sewn into the
end of the
strap, skive
leather to a
feather edge,
cut the end
of a strap off
to the correct
length, taper
the end of a
strap if you
don't have an
English point
punch.

The round knife comes in
many sizes as seen by this
picture. These knives are
100+ years old each and
were made by some of the
best leather tool makers of
their day. They include C. S.
Oshorne, Crawford, Blanch-

THE ROUND KNIFE
BYy CAROLINE M G LENN
A NDERSON, SC

/ : “"i—*
ard, H.G. Gomph and a un-
marked knife that is crudely
made but cuts beautifully. I
like the old knifes the best
because the steel sharpens
nicely and the handles are
made of quality hardwoods
with brass ferrule. If only
they could talk and tell me
where they have been, what
they made, and who was the
skilled craftsman that used
them! You can still find
these "oldie but goodies" at
flea markets, tool auctions
and swaps and online auc-
tions like ebay. There are
also many modern day mak-
ers of high quality round
knives. 1 also wanted you to
compare the two Gomph
knives pictured below. One
is almost like new and the
ot her
sharpened, used and worn
down to a much smaller
size. It must have been a
favorite of some leather
worker over the years. |
know | love to use this knife
daily with my leather work.

So don't shy away from
the round knife when con-
sidering different cutting
methods. It might take years
to master the round knife,
but it is a skill that is worth
all the practice.

Contributed by:

Caroline M. Glenn
Anderson, SC
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1751 Terra Avenue
Sheridan, WY 82801
307-672-5657
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Oxtreme Leather Workshop

NMarch 26-28, 2009
@henille, DC

Leather * Nylon Webbing * Hardware
Leather Crafting Tools * Machinery * and More!

PO Box 68 « 7540 CR 201 Call: 330.674.1782
Mt. Hope, OH 44660 Toll Free: 800.932.8371

CLOTHING SADDLES TACK SEVERYTHING FOR THE COWB
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Leather
Wranglers Inc.

Home of the SK-3
Swivel Knife

Www.leatherwranglers.com
(505) 269-8563

Custom Maker Stamps
Www.greyghostgraphics.com
A% .

Jeff Mosby V« ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
843-236-2457 I'he Original Green Builder

| / Lea.t%ér >

Louisville, Eentucky
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1751 Terra Avenue
Sheridan, WY 82801
307-672-5657
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http://www.tandyleatherfactory.com/
http://www.fiebing.com/
http://www.leathersupply.com/
http://www.jacksonswesternstore.com/
http://www.bee-natural.com/
http://www.hidecrafter.com/

Oxtreme Leather Workshop

Narch 26-28
@ohresifle, DC

CLASSES
George Hurst - Creative Stamping Bill Gomer - Embossed Eagle Head
Chan Geer - Sheridan Style Letter Holder Pete Gorrell - Saddle Artistry
Bob Beard - Check book cover Youth Classes

Please Circle the Desired Class

NAME:

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

OTHER:

COST: $190.00 — DEPOSIT: $95.00 = BALANCE: $95.00

HidesToArt
MAIL Form and Payment To: 193 Wildflower Cove Dr.

Swannanoa, NC 28778
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